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PREFACE 
 
The Children’s Bureau has given data for the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System 
(NCANDS), Detailed Case Data Component, 1998, to the National Data Archive on Child Abuse 
and Neglect for public distribution.  Funding for the project was provided by the Children's 
Bureau within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SOURCE 
 
Authors should acknowledge the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect and the 
original collector of the data when they publish manuscripts that use data provided by the 
Archive.  Users of these data are urged to follow some adaptation of the statement below. 
 

The data used in this publication were made available by the National Data Archive on 
Child Abuse and Neglect, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, and have been used by 
permission.  Data from the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System were supplied 
by state child protective service agencies to the Children's Bureau, the Administration of 
Children, Youth and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Funding 
for NCANDS was provided by the Children's Bureau.  Technical support on NCANDS is 
provided under contract to the Children’s Bureau by Walter R. McDonald & Associates, 
Inc.  The participating state agencies; Walter R. McDonald & Associates, Inc., the 
Children's Bureau, NDACAN, Cornell University, and their agents and employees bear 
no responsibility for the analyses, opinions, or interpretations presented here. 

 

PUBLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT 
 
In accordance with the NCANDS Terms of Use Agreement for these datasets, users of these data 
are required to deposit a copy of any published work or report based wholly or in part on these 
data with NDACAN.  A copy of any completed manuscript, thesis abstract, or reprint should be 
sent to the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect, Cornell University, Family Life 
Development Center, MVR Hall, Ithaca, New York 14853-4401.  Such copies will be used to 
provide funding agencies with essential information about the use of NDACAN resources and to 
facilitate the exchange of information about research activities among data users and 
contributors. 
 
Please note: One of the conditions of the NCANDS Terms of Use Agreement is that users submit 
manuscripts to the NCANDS Federal Project Officer prior to publication.  Please see the 
NCANDS Terms of Use Agreement for details. 
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Purpose of the 1998 User’s Guide Supplement 
 
The NCANDS DCDC User’s Guide Annual Supplement, 1998 is intended for use with the 
National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) Detailed Case Data Component 
User’s Guide and Codebook.  The User’s Guide contains a general overview of the NCANDS 
project and detailed descriptions of the variables contained in the J and K files.  This Supplement 
contains information specific to the 1998 NCANDS files, DCDC98_J and DCDC98_K.  There 
are four sections presented in the following order: 
 

• a table indicating whether a state archived data in the years 1995 through 1999 
• a table of the total number of records in the DCDC98_J and DCDC98_K files by state 
• counts of the DCDC98_J and DCDC98_K variables by state 
• additional data considerations, if any, conclude the document 
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History of State Submissions to NCANDS 
 
States began submitting Summary Data Components in 1990 and Detailed Case Data 
Components in 1995.  Black squares in the table cells below indicate years in which individual 
states submitted DCDCs and gave permission for the data to be contributed to NDACAN. 
 

 
Table 1. DCDC Archiving States, 1995-1999 

 
STATE 1995 1996 1997 

  

 1998 
  

 1999 
Arkansas     � 
Colorado � � � �  

Delaware � �  � � 

Florida � � � � � 

Kentucky �  � � � 

Louisiana    � � 

Massachusetts � � �   

Missouri �    � 

North Carolina � �  � � 

Oklahoma  � � � � 

Rhode Island   � � � 

Texas �   � � 

Utah � � � � � 

Vermont � � � � � 

Washington     � 

Wyoming   � � � 

TOTAL 10 states 8 states 9 states 12 states 14 states 
 
Please note that some states submit DCDC data, but do not permit these data to be archived with 
NDACAN. Therefore, these states are not included in the datasets.  
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1998 File Names and Record Counts 
 
Twelve states archived J and K files in 1998.  The combined DCDC98_J file contains 14 
variables and includes information about all reports of alleged maltreatment and all the children 
involved in these reports.  All child fatalities have been excluded from the file.  The unit of 
observation in the file is a report/child pair.  There may be, therefore, more than one report per 
child in the file or more than one child per report.  See the Report and Child Identification Codes 
in the NCANDS User’s Guide and Codebook for more information. 
 
The DCDC98_K file contains 62 variables and includes information about all reports of 
substantiated or indicated maltreatment, and descriptive information about all the child victims 
in these reports.  All child fatalities have been excluded from the file.  The unit of observation 
consists of a report/child pair. 
 
 

Table 2. Details of the 1998 NCANDS DCDC 
 

State J File Record 
Count 

 K File Record 
Count 

Colorado 6,375*  6,366* 
Delaware 9,578  2,979 
Florida 161,741  75,045 
Kentucky 62,772  22,035 
Louisiana 36,178  11,130 
North Carolina 113,242  31,707 
Oklahoma 60,250  17,435 
Rhode Island 13,162  3,975 
Texas 165,412  41,134 
Utah 25,646  7,881 
Vermont 2,408  1,059 
Wyoming 3,317  1,221 

TOTAL 660,081  221,967 
 
 
*Colorado uses its Central Registry file as the basis for NCANDS 
reporting and only substantiated cases are included in the Central 
Registry.  Consequently, J and K file counts are very similar. 

 
 
 



  

1998 J File V
ariable C

ounts B
y State 

 The first colum
n in the follow

ing table contains the nam
es of the variables in the J file.  Please refer to the N

C
AN

D
S U

ser’s G
uide and 

C
odebook for m

ore inform
ation about specific variables.  Subsequent colum

ns contain the num
ber of records w

ith non-m
issing values 

for the variable in the state identified in the colum
n heading.  The first row

, w
hich appears in bold italic, indicates the m

axim
um

 
num

ber of records for the state.  R
eview

ing the table before attem
pting an N

C
A

N
D

S analysis can be useful.  For exam
ple, looking 

dow
n Florida’s colum

n, it is apparent that the state did not subm
it inform

ation about the child’s H
ispanic ethnicity (C

H
ISP) in 1998. 

  
D

CD
C98_J V

ariable C
ounts B

y State 
 

 
C

O
 

D
E 

FL 
K

Y
 

LA
 

N
C

 
O

K
 

R
I 

TX
 

U
T 

V
T 

W
Y

 
N

o. of Records 
6,375 

9,578 
161,741

62,772
36,178

113,242
60,250 

13,162
165,412

25,646
2,408

3,317
YSRPTID

 
6,375 
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161,741

62,772
36,178
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60,250 

13,162
165,412

25,646
2,408

3,317
YSCH
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9,578 

161,741
62,772

36,178
113,242

60,250 
13,162

165,412
25,646

2,408
3,317

RPTD
T 
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161,741
62,772

36,178
113,242

60,250 
13,162

165,411
25,646

2,408
3,317

RPD
ISPD

T 
6,375 

9,578 
161,741

62,772
36,178

113,242
60,250 

13,162
165,412

25,646
2,408

3,317
RPTD

ISP 
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62,772
36,178

113,242
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13,162
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25,646
2,408

3,317
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51,822
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113,242
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165,412
25,646
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3,225
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AG
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3,300
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N
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25,646
2,408
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62,772
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113,242
60,250 

13,162
165,412

25,646
2,408

3,317
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1998 K File Variable Counts By State 
 
The first column in the following table contains the names of the variables in the K file.  Please 
refer to the NCANDS User’s Guide and Codebook for more information about specific variables.  
Subsequent columns contain the number of records with non-missing values for the variable in 
the state identified in the column heading.  The first row, which appears in bold italic, indicates 
the maximum number of records for the state.  Reviewing the table before attempting an 
NCANDS analysis can be useful.  For example, looking down Vermont’s column, it is apparent 
that the state did not submit a number of variables in 1998. 
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RPTD
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6,366 
2,979

75,045
22,035

11,130
31,707

17,435 
3,975

41,134
7,881

1,059
1,221

RPTSRC 
6,366 

2,703
75,045

17,990
11,130

31,707
17,435 

3,756
41,134

7,881
1,059

1,199
CH

AG
E 

6,366 
2,979

75,003
22,035

11,130
31,707

17,435 
3,974

41,116
7,868

1,059
1,217
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SEX 

6,366 
2,979

75,045
22,035

11,130
31,707

17,435 
3,975

41,134
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1,221
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11,130
31,707

17,417 
3,943

41,134
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1,221

CH
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2,979

0
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11,130
31,707
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1,059
1,221
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0
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2,979

75,045
22,035

11,130
31,706

17,435 
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0 

984
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17,435 
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